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school was controlled not by the head master or a body of
governors, but by a Debating Society consisting of the pupils
themselves. We can easily picture with what interest and enthu-
siasm such a Debating Society's meetings and proceedings
would be followed by every member of the school.
So, when an Assembly met at Athens (as it did at stated
intervals), a considerable proportion of the citizens would be
there. Outlying farmers might find it difficult to attend: but
residents in the capital were expected to be present; and loungers
were swept out of the market-place by a rope well drenched
in vermilion. A stain of red on a man's cloak meant a fine; for
the Athenians did not hold with the shirking of public duties.
The meeting took place soon after dawn, and was held in a
sort of rude open-air theatre upon a sloping hill-side called the
Pnyx. A herald ordained silence. Prayers were offered by a
priest and a black pig was sacrificed. For superstition still
played a large part even in political ceremonies; and if an earth-
quake shock were felt or a drop of rain fell, the bad omen was
considered sufficient cause for adjourning the meeting. A
committee of the Council (of which more shall be said) presided
over the debate, and when they had taken their places business
began.
'Who wishes to speak?' cried the herald; and whoever was for
addressing the meeting mounted a platform hewn from the
rock. Speeches were followed with eager attention, the audience
shouting applause or booing and hissing in displeasure. The
officials of the state took, of course, a leading part in the debates.
After Pericles' death demagogues arose—men of low birth and
still lower principles who appealed to the worst instincts of the
mob. One named Cleon was notorious for his vulgar and violent
behaviour on the platform. He ranted, strode about, waved his
arms, bared his leg and slapped his thigh in a most undignified
manner. From the historian Thucydides we have a vivid picture
of this, man's first political triumph. Athens was at war with

